‘Making Books Sing’
Outgrows Vineyard

By Leonard Jacohs piece uses Chinese music, shadow
After six years at the forefront of puppets, Peking Opera, and even mar-

the Vineyard Theatre's ans-in-educa-  tal arts 1o convey its story. -

tion programming, Making Books Not only degs Making Books Sing
Sing, which develops and produces introduce students o theatre and the uses
sung-through musicals based on cop- of music in it, but Kreiger believes the
femporary chifdren's literature, has program also emphasizes the impor-
become an autonomous Bonprofit, tance of liternture in leamning. “Before
effective July |, Vineyard founder  children ever see our shows, their teach-
Barbara Zinn Kreiger will serve as the s talk about why somebody sings—
group’s artistic director, and will ﬂncycxpiainu)eideathazwlmamdons
move from being the Vineyard's long-  are so strong, you have to sing. They're
time executive director into the newly primed to understand how mussic is used
created position of board president, and why, making this a great marriage of
“My carcer began as a speech and  literature, music, and theatre "
theatre teacher—specifically, bow to use
drama in the classroom—so, as much as
T adore administration, | really needed (o PdeUCBf SChwartZ !
get the art back into my life,” Kreiger
says. She adds that Making Books Sing, H1ONOTEd
operating on a Theatre for Young Theatre, film, and TV producer
Audiences (TYA) Equity contract, will Bonnie Nelson Schwartz has been
low develop two works annually, © named a Fellow by the College of
The shows will continue being pre-  Fellows of the American Theatre,
sented at Queens Theatre in the Park - Schwartz has produced more than

-and Kingsborough Community 100 plays, fiims, TV programs, spe-

College, although Kreiger says she's cials, and concerts in New York,
now secking a Manhattan berih as welfl. Washington, D.C., and London.
She also expects the program’s in- Among her Broadway producing
school component, which usesteacher-  credits: “Pack of Lies”; “Acting.
artists in the classroom to work with Shakespeare”; “Jerome Kem Goes 1o
students on devising their own musical  Hollywood"; and “State Fair."

segments based on books, to grow, At Off-Broadway, she presented
its 1996 inception, Making Books Sing “Dylan Thomas Return Joursey™ and
used one teaching artist and 150 stu--- “Babalooney.”- She is currently pro-
dents; it now uses 20 teaching artists, ducing a two-hour PBS special, “Who

who reach over 5,000 students, Killed the Federal Theatre?,” which
“Because New York City schools  will be telecast later this year,
are filled with ethnically diverse chil- Schwartz joins previously named

dren,” Kreiger says, “we look (o devel- Fellows Edward Albee, Ming Cho
op culturally specific books thay will  Lee, and Mark Medoff, among other
speak to them.” She cites “Beautiful  notables. The format presentation wilf
Warrior,” a book by Caldecott medal- 1ake place at a ceremony at the
list Emily Arnold McCulty, as aqn Kennedy Cenler for the Performing
example. Composed by Jin Xiang, the  Ansin the spring of 2003,




